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COULD I VOTE? 

POLL TAX 

•  Part of Jim Crow laws to keep blacks from voting, 
you had to pay a ‘tax’ to vote. 
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LITERACY TESTS 

•  Many states gave literacy tests before you could 
vote. These were given with the intent to keep non-
whites from voting.  
•  They were extremely biased and you could not 

appeal a decision of “illiterate” 
•  Some states still had these tests until 1965 when it 

became illegal. 
•  Here’s an example of a test from Alabama in 1965. 

PART A 

•  Read a portion of the state constitution without ANY 
mistakes or mispronunciations. 

•  Here’s an example of a portion given to white 
voters: 

  “SECTION 20: That no person shall be  
   imprisoned for debt.” 
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HERE’S A SAMPLE GIVEN TO NON-
WHITES WANTING TO VOTE: 

“SECTION 260: The income arising from the sixteenth section trust 
fund, the surplus revenue fund, until it is called for by the United 
States government, and the funds enumerated in sections 257 and 
258 of this Constitution, together with a special annual tax of thirty 
cents on each one hundred dollars of taxable property in this state, 
which the legislature shall levy, shall be applied to the support and 
maintenance of the public schools, and it shall be the duty of the 
legislature to increase the public school fund from time to time as 
the necessity therefor and the condition of the treasury and the 
resources of the state may justify; provided, that nothing herein 
contained shall be so construed as to authorize the legislature to 
levy in any one year a greater rate of state taxation for all purposes, 
including schools, than sixty-five cents on each one hundred dollars' 
worth of taxable property; and provided further, that nothing herein 
contained shall prevent the legislature from first providing for the 
payment of the bonded indebtedness of the state and interest 
thereon out of all the revenue of the state.” 

•  If you passed the first portion without reading any of 
it incorrectly, you were asked 2 sets of 4 questions 
like these 
•  “Has the following portion of the US Constitution 

been changed? “Representatives shall be 
apportioned among the several states according to 
their respective numbers, counting the whole 
number of persons in each state, excluding Indians 
not taxed.” 
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•  “Who pays members of Congress for their services, 
their home state or the United States?” 

•  “Who is the current attorney general of the United 
States? “ 

•  “If a person is charged with treason and denies his 
guilt, how many persons must testify against him 
before he can be convicted?” 

•  “If a bill is passed by Congress and the President 
refuses to sign it and does not send it back to 
Congress in session within the specified period of 
time, is the bill defeated or does it become law?”  
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•  “Name one area of authority over state militia 
reserved exclusively to the states.” 

•  “Name one person by name or title who is part of 
the Judicial branch of government in Alabama” 

COULD WHITES PASS THESE ‘TESTS’?  

•  Probably not… 
•  Grandfather clause- exempted whites from these 

laws that prevented black from voting 
•  Grandfathered: means you can ‘break the rules’ if you 

already were before it was a rule 


